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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2015-349
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: May 12, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: May 14, 2015
Type of Action: Expression of City sentiment; support for federal legislation
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City’s opposition to federally-sponsored seismic air gun testing in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean on the basis of its potential destructive impacts on the City’s economy, marine wildlife, coastal ecosystem and beachside communities. It expresses the City’s support for federal Senate Bill S. 1171, introduced by Senator Bill Nelson, which would establish a moratorium on seismic testing in the Atlantic Ocean. The Chief of Legislative Services is directed to forward copies of the resolution to the City’s Congressional delegation and to the appropriate federal agencies.
Background Information: In March 2014 the U. S. Department of Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management issued an environmental impact statement finding that there would be “minor to negligible” impact to most wildlife and “moderate” impact to turtles and marine mammals (whales, dolphins, etc.)  from the use of high energy sound waves to explore for oil and gas deposits in the Atlantic Ocean off the east coast of the United States from Delaware south to Florida. Numerous city and county governments and environmental groups along the Atlantic Coast have protested the plan for private companies to conduct the seismic testing citing the potential for damage to the marine ecosystem and to marine mammals which would in turn harm local economies and tourism. Senator Nelson has introduced a bill to impose a moratorium on the permission for seismic testing off the coast of Florida.
Policy Impact Area: Economic impact of offshore activity
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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